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On Aug. 27, Fausto Dutan, president of the United Workers Front (Frente Unitario de los
Trabajadores-FUT), told reporters that the FUT rejects the recently finalized anti- drug pact between
the US and Ecuadoran governments. The FUT is Ecuador's largest labor organization, comprised
of most rural- and urban-based unions. Dutan said the agreement obscures political interests,
and guarantees free movement of foreign military advisers on Ecuadoran territory. Under the
accord, the US government is to provide $1.6 million in aid to Quito, as well as on-going "technical
advice." A delegation from the Inter-American Anti-Drug Traffic and Abuse Policy Commission
(Comision Interamericana de Politica Contra el Narcotrafico y el Abuso de Drogas) recently visited
Ecuador. The Commission opposes the anti-drug policies adopted by the US government and
most Latin American governments. Among other activities, the Commission offers alternatives to
current policies, mainly the substitution of military "solutions" to the drug problem in producer
nations and interdiction efforts in consumer nations with programs to reduce the demand for
narcotics. Education, treatment and rehabilitation efforts, say the Commission, will be much more
successful in the long run, both in terms of anti-drug program costs and narcotics use. Instead of
appealing to the US for financial assistance to combat the drug problem (largely used for expansion
of police and military activities), Latin American governments are called on to use resources
obtained from drug traffickers' confiscated cash and property. According to a recent proposal by the
Commission, Washington's anti-drug policies have failed, while over $2 billion per year are spent on
interdiction. Moreover, the "drug war" has led to deterioration in international relations. A sampling
of Commission members follows: former US ambassador to Bolivia Paul Boeker; former Mexican
ambassador to the US Hugo Margain; former Peruvian foreign minister Luis Gonzalez; and, former
Bolivian agriculture minister Jose Justiniano. (Basic data from EFE, 08/27/91)
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